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Soapbox 
...LOrraine Phelan 


've been reading a thought-provoking and informative e The prognosis is poor for species restricted to 


document. The State of Australia's Birds 2007: Birds high altitudes and latitudes, low-lying islands, 
in a Changing Climate has been published as a disconnected islands of habitat. 
supplement to Wingspan, vol. 14, no. 4 December 
2007. It's well worth reading even if you're not a ° Research and monitoring is essential to track and 
birdwatcher because the key points can be applied to manage impacts and facilitate adaptation. 


all other areas of the natural world. 
° We need to support projects aimed at increasing 


The document is divided into a number of chapters, the connectivity and resilience of native 

each with different authors. Some of the key points vegetation, both within and between habitats. 

made include: This requires more than narrow corridors of 

native vegetation linking habitat patches; rather, a 

° Climate change is unequivocal and largely regionally scaled network of habitat patches that 
anthropogenic. can be used variably over space and time. 

° Average surface temperature of Australia has ° The value of fostering and restoring native 
warmed by 0.9° over the last century and further vegetation as a means of sequestering carbon 
warming is inevitable. and slowing climate change is increasingly being 

recognized. Governments are urged to give 

e A decrease in rainfall in the south is likely, sea serious consideration to the protection of carbon 
surface temperatures are rising, sea levels are stored in ecosystems in climate policies and 
rising. An increase in the severity, and perhaps procedures. 


frequency, of extreme events is also likely. 
One of the key points made in this publication is that 
° Range shifts (in birds for instance) southwards there is nothing to be lost and everything to be gained 
and upwards, and adjustments in the timing of by Australia acting now to reduce our dependence on 
migration and breeding, are indications that some fossil fuels and sequester (trap) carbon for the benefit of 
species will be able to adapt and others won't. biodiversity. 


® Some species, both native and introduced, will be The document is only 31 pages long, but has a lot of 
able to spread because of a warming climate. information and facts for us to ponder. Let's not ponder 
This has implications in management of native too long. Let's act. 
species and the threat to them from pests. 


Tonight... 


...Rosalind Smallwood will show photographs taken last year at Kakadu in The Wet. 


At the March meeting... 


...Martin Scuffins will talk about 'Birds of Prey’. 


GFNC website 


Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to Barry 
Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated onto the site frequently. 


GFNC Web page: hitp://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfnc/ 
e-mail address: gfnc@vicnet.net.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive 
early at general meetings. The photo on the front cover, by Trevor Pescott, is of a Little Egret at Moolap 
Salt Works. 


The room will be open at 7.15 pm to 
allow members to chat to other The photo on the back cover, by Marilyn Hewish, is of a series of lenticular 
members and visitors. clouds with their edges feathered by the wind, Bacchus Marsh, 29 Dec. 2007. 





Rare bush birds of the Geelong area: Barry Lingham 
Bird Group meeting, 17 January 2008 


he January meeting of the Bird Group is traditionally a 

members’ night. Barry Lingham presented a summary of 
information from the Geelong Bird Report on selected species 
that he considered uncommon in the district. His talk was 
illustrated with photographs from the Canberra Ornithologists 
Group. He invited audience members to comment on the 
distribution and status of each species. 


Locally, colourful Azure Kingfishers are mostly seen in the 
Otway Ranges. Regional reports have been rare during the 
past few years but the species has never been abundant. 
Barry included it because he recently sighted a bird at Lake 
Elizabeth. 


Barry suspects that Sacred Kingfishers have declined over 
the past few years and most members agreed. The birds have 
been reported from the You Yangs, Brisbane Ranges, 
Anglesea, Aireys Inlet and Otway Ranges. Barry thought that 
numbers along the Barwon River have recently increased, but 
there may have been a concentration because of the drought. 


Rainbow Bee-eaters are spring-summer visitors to the region. 
In the You Yangs, they are quite common along Hovells Creek 
where the park meets Wooloomanata. They are also seen in 
the Brisbane Ranges and the Barwon and Moorabool River 
valleys. Although the species is not abundant, the records do 
not suggest a decline in recent years. 


Brown Treecreepers are declining south of the Dividing 
Range. The 2006 fire wiped out the colony along Stony Creek 
in the Brisbane Ranges and they have declined in the You 
Yangs. They are still found in Long Forest, and Dean and 
Marilyn Hewish recently discovered a small colony in the 
south-eastern Rowsley Valley. 


Southern Emu-wrens are cryptic birds found in heathlands at 
Anglesea, Carlisle heath and Ironbark Basin. At Lake 
Connewarre, they occur in Atriplex and mangroves. It is difficult 
to assess their status because they are difficult to detect. 
Several members knew of them in localities where they can no 
longer be found and so they may have declined in numbers. 


Rufous Bristlebirds are mostly reported in coastal heath from 
Jan Juc to Port Campbell, but they also occur inland in the 
Otways e.g. Yaugher and Lavers Hill. Barry and several 
members concluded that they have been more frequently 
reported in recent years. 


Chestnut-rumped Heathwrens are shy and difficult to see, 
but they have been reported from Long Forest, the Anglesea 
heath, Edwards Point, Swan Bay and the Brisbane Ranges. 
There is no evidence of a decline. 


Speckled Warblers are birds of dry woodlands and are 
reported from Long Forest, Eynesbury, Werribee Gorge, the 
You Yangs and Brisbane Ranges. Marilyn Hewish believes 
they are holding their own in Long Forest, but Craig Morley 
thinks they have become extinct in the Brisbane Ranges 
around Steiglitz. It is possible that they are declining in the 
district. 


Weebills seem to have become more common and 
widespread in recent years. Regular reports come from Long 


...Dean Hewish 


Forest, Werribee Gorge, the You Yangs, and the Brisbane 
Ranges. Recently they have been recorded along the Barwon 
River in the King Lloyd Reserve. Bryant Attwood and Tom 
Fletcher have recently recorded them in Balyang Sanctuary. 
Craig Morley has recorded a few in central Geelong. They 
have appeared in the Brisbane Ranges since the 2006 fire. 
They may have moved south in response to drought. 


Southern Whitefaces are declining in the district; most 
members agree the birds are becoming harder to find. Recent 
reports have come from the Brisbane Ranges, Eynesbury, the 
You Yangs and nearby Granite Road. 


Little Wattlebirds seem to be mainly confined to coastal areas 
from Barwon Heads to Lorne, but they are occasionally 
reported inland, from Ocean Grove, St Leonards, Queenscliff 
and Balyang Sanctuary. Craig Morley has recently seen one in 
Eastern Park. Barry thought that they were associated with 
Coastal Banksia in the Geelong area. Their numbers and 
range are probably increasing. 


Black-chinned Honeyeaters are uncommon birds, most often 
reported from the You Yangs and Bannockburn Bush, but they 
can disperse widely and have been recorded in unexpected 
locations. They prefer Yellow Gum woodlands. Reporting rates 
are low, but the birds have probably always been uncommon. 


Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters are resident in the Anglesea 
heathlands, but in low numbers. They are regularly seen at 
Bald Hills and along Coalmine Road, Forest Rd, Gum Flat and 
Bells Beach. Gordon McCarthy has not seen any in the 
lronbark Basin in recent years. 


Jacky Winters seem to have declined in numbers. Recent 
reports come from the You Yangs, Brisbane Ranges, 
Bannockburn Bush, Forest Road near Anglesea, and 
Modewarre. Marilyn reported that their numbers have declined 
in the Long Forest. They prefer open woodlands but may be 
found away from the forest in winter. 


Scarlet Robins seem to have been less abundant in the past 
few years and none were reported on the Bellarine Peninsula 
or in the Brisbane Ranges during the latest Challenge Bird 
Count. Recent reports have come from the Otway Ranges and 
nearby coastal heathland, the You Yangs, Brisbane Ranges, 
Bannockburn Bush and Batesford. The birds prefer open forest 
and were abundant in burnt areas in the Brisbane Ranges in 
the year after the 2006 fire. 


Rose Robins occur in the Otway Ranges, and in autumn- 
winter, along the Barwon River in Queens and Eastern Parks. 
They have been seen at Wensleydale in autumn-winter and 
Werribee Gorge in June. Records are too sparse to determine 
if their status is changing. 


Pink Robins are found in the Otway Ranges but disperse in 
winter months to open areas, including Geelong's parks and 
river reserves. Dispersing birds are all brown birds, probably 
immatures. 


Hooded Robins have almost completely disappeared from the 
Geelong region. They are rarely reported from the You Yangs. 
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Spotted Quail-thrush have been reported from many sites in 
the Brisbane Ranges, and are rarely noted in woodlands east 
of the Otway Ranges. John Newman reported that they have 
declined in Wensleydale. 

Olive Whistlers seem to be common in the Otway Ranges but 
reports are infrequent. 


Leaden Flycatchers have always been uncommon but in 
recent years there have been regular reports from the Steiglitz 
area. They prefer dry forest. 


Satin Flycatchers are spring-summer migrants to taller 
forests, particularly in the Otways, Brisbane Ranges, Long 
Forest and Anglesea area. 


Restless Flycatchers are resident in the You Yangs and 
Bannockburn Bush, their last strongholds in the region. They 
visit open areas in autumn and winter. Most members thought 
that they had suffered a dramatic decline in recent years. 


Rufous Fantails breed in the Otways in spring-summer and 
are passage migrants in open areas. 


There is a small resident population of White-bellied Cuckoo- 
shrikes at Bannockburn Bush and the birds have been 
recorded breeding there. Other sporadic records have 
occurred throughout the district. 


White-winged Trillers are spring-summer migrants to 
bushland, mainly north of Geelong. They are occasionally 
recorded from Anglesea and Ocean Grove. Members reported 
that this species appears to be irruptive. 


Masked Woodswallows often associate with White-browed 
Woodswallows but occur in much smaller numbers. Recent 
reports have been from the You Yangs and Bannockburn 
Bush. They have not been recorded breeding locally in recent 
years. 


Australian Ravens can be seen in the Brisbane Ranges and 
Long Forest, and reports from 13th Beach, Jerringot and 
Breamlea may indicate a small coastal population. 


Satin Bowerbirds are resident in the Otways and disperse in 
autumn-winter to the Anglesea and Wensleydale regions. They 
occasionally appear in the outskirts of Geelong. 


Singing Bushlarks live in crops and grasslands. They appear 
to be abundant on the Werribee Plains and a few records have 
come from the Bellarine Peninsula. 


Zebra Finches occur in flocks on the Werribee Plains, the You 
Yangs, Long Forest and Bacchus Marsh area. They are mobile 
and hard to detect in tall grass and so the reporting rate is low. 


Diamond Firetails can still be found in the You Yangs, 
Inverleigh Common, Long Forest and the Lake Merrimu area. It 
seems that their numbers are declining. 


Beautiful Firetails are cryptic birds but are occasionally 
reported from the Anglesea heath and Carlisle Heath. They are 
shy and prefer dense scrub and they are therefore rarely 
reported. 


There were no records of Rufous Songlarks in 2004-6. The 
last reports came from the You Yangs, Anglesea and the 
Werribee Plains in 2003. They are irruptive and their status is 
uncertain. 


Barry concluded by praising Marilyn Hewish's efforts in 
maintaining the Geelong Bird Report, a unique resource and a 
valuable record for future generations. Marilyn responded that 
it is the members' diligence and regular reporting that makes 
the publication work so well. 


© © >è >è © ọọ% 


Bryant Attwood gave a brief report of the birds he has seen 
during his regular surveys in Balyang Sanctuary on the Barwon 
River. The wetlands have been particularly productive in 
2007-08 as the recent plantings have grown rapidly. Bryant 
had several records of Crested Shrike-tits breeding. Their 
nests are particularly difficult to find, but Bryant is patient and 
has become skilled at detecting them. The failure rate of nests 
has been high and all the pairs abandoned at least one nest 
during the breeding season. The breeding record for Cattle 
Egrets is remarkable. One pair was nesting and another pair 
possibly nesting on an island at the time of the meeting. Bryant 
was anxious about disturbance disrupting breeding. This is 
only the second breeding event reported for Victoria, the only 
current breeding site and the most southerly. [See p. 14] 


Reptile report 


...Lorraine Phelan 


Marbled Gecko 10.12.07 2 Manifold Hts, discovered in garden. JH 
Marbled Gecko 23.12.07 1 Belmont, in garden at 14 Victoria Tce. TPe 
Marbled Gecko 02.01.08 2 Belmont, under broken timber at 14 Victoria Tce. TPe 
Tree Dragon (Jacky Lizard) 17 10.07 1 Edwards Point, basking in sun. DR 
Cunningham's Skink 06.12.07 1 Pollocksford, dead. It had fallen into a tin. VWD 
Cunningham's Skink 06.12.07 1 Pollocksford, living under iron in open part of shed. VWD 
Garden Skink Lampropholis guichenoti 16.12.07 1 Yaugher, caught near heathy woodland. TPe 
Garden Skink Lampropholis guichenoti 25.12.07 1 Yaugher, under debris at Forrest football ground. TPe 
Garden Skink Lampropholis guichenoti 15.01.08 1 Yaugher, caught in heathy woodland TPe 
Southern Water Skink 10.01.08 1 Barwon Downs, Mahers Road/Hayden Trk., caught TPe 
Eastern Three Lined Skink 12.01.08 1 Barwon Downs, Mahers Rd near Hayden Trk, caught TPe 
Eastern Blue-tongue Lizard 04.12.07 1 Buckley Falls, basking in log, 8.45 am TPe 
Mainland Tiger Snake 12.12.07 1 Balyang Sanctuary, killed on road approach to bridge. TPe 
Mainland Tiger Snake 04.01.08 2* Barwon Downs, Mahers Road in Otway Forest Park. TPe 


*One of these snakes was uniformly olive-brown without any of the dark cross-bars usually seen on the species. 


Observers: DR, Dave Rantall; JH, Joe Hubbard; TPe, Trevor Pescott; VWD, Valda Dedman 
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Excursion to Limeburners Lagoon & Hovells Creek Reserve, Corio 
19 January 2008 


he long range forecast was for a very hot day, which 

on the day was overcast and rainy. In spite of this, 
fifteen hardy souls headed into rain seldom experienced of 
late. The tide, as predicted, was ebbing and beginning to 
expose the mud flats though not many wading birds were 
evident. Polly Cutcliffe was appointed bird list coordinator. 
Her list appears separately. 


It was notable that no Black Swans were evident. They are 


usually to be seen as a flock feeding on the Sea Grass 
area where Hovells Creek enters the lagoon. 


Our aim was to cross the salt marsh area by means of the 
boardwalk that ends as a platform amongst the White 
Mangroves, Avicennia marina. A. marina is the only 
mangrove species to be found in Victoria. It has a wide 
range in tropical and sub-tropical areas; it requires a 
minimum mean winter temperature above 4° C and little if 
any frost. Rainfall has an influence with respect to river 
and creek freshwater flow determining salinity and 
sediment deposition. Preferring the intertidal zone, the 
mangroves, by being present in a narrow band, usually 
just one tree wide, reflect the small tidal range. Corio Bay 
tidal range is of the order 0.8 metres, which in the Creek 
estuary would be much reduced, probably near to 0.5 
metres. 


The walk along the boardwalk provides a fine example of 
the vegetation cross-section that occurs in the salt marsh 
environment. At the landward end, above tidal influence, 
there are species of Eucalyptus progressively replaced by 
Melaleuca ericifolia. Further on the primary vegetation is 
the Bearded Glasswort Sarcocornia quinqueflora and Salt 
Grass Distichlis distchophylia eventually merging into a 
zone of Shrubby Glasswort Sclerostegia arbuscula; where 
tidal influence is rarely felt. Finally at the point of regular 
tidal influence is the fringe of Mangroves and beyond, 
open water with the submarine Sea Grass Zosteria sp. 


Before returning down the boardwalk Sheila Silver 
managed to retrieve a specimen of seaweed Green Sea 
Velvet Codium fragile, that had washed up on the mud. 
This provided for the investigation of creatures abiding 
there, proving to be a Chiton Meturoplex retrojecta and a 
Burrowing Pill Bug Sharma quoyana. Also observed in the 


...Dave King 





The Chiton Meturoplex retrojecta 
Photo: Dave King 


mud were shells of the Southern Mud Whelk 
Velocumantus australis. 


As an interesting conclusion to the excursion, Polly 
Cuicliffe escorted us to the Grammar School where in a 
pine tree were at least three individual nests of the Cattle 
Egret with young. 


Bird list 


Superb Fairy-wren 

Red Wattlebird 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-fronted Chat 
Magpie-lark 

Willie Wagtail 

Magpie 

Raven sp. 

House Sparrow 

Little Grassbird (heard) 
Common Starling 
Common Myna 


Black Swan 

Grey Teal 

Little Pied Cormorant 
Little Black Cormorant 
Australian Pelican 
White-faced Heron 
Little Egret 
Australian White Ibis 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Whistling Kite 

Pied Oystercatcher 
Masked Lapwing 
Pacific Gull 

Silver Gull 

Crested Tern 





(28 species) 


Plant Group 


M embers enjoyed our usual end-of-year evening excursion 
and picnic tea at Torquay on 11 December 2007. 
Vegetation along both banks and the cliff, at the lower reach of 
Spring Creek was quite interesting and | hope we will return soon 
to further investigate up and down from the bridge. 


Our February meeting topic 'Mt Baw Baw Vegetation’ is further to 
our club campout experience when the local knowledge and 
ready assistance of Kathie and Peter Strickland was so helpful 
and greatly appreciated. Unfortunately they can't be with us on 


...Dick Southcombe 


the 12th but DO bring their book Sub-Alpine Flora of the Baw 
Baw Plateau for reference. 


Geoff Carr, a former member of our club, will present the Wider 
Geelong Flora Lecture on 11 March. Geoff, with others, is 
currently preparing information for a book on south-east 
Australian salt marsh vegetation, and the title of his lecture is 
Regional Salt Marsh Vegetation—Significant Plants and Plant 
Communities. This is a timely topic given such vegetation is 
under constant threat. 
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Out and about 


Stars doing the twist. How the bees do it? Precious 
pollen. Beautiful beards. Why is it so? 


During December | revisited Stewarts Reserve several 
times and the yellow Rush-lilies Tricoryne elatior were 
spectacular. | have become intrigued by them. Why do the 
flowers spirally twist so 
neatly when they are 
spent, even if they have 
not been pollinated. 
Ferdinand Bauer made 
a feature of this 
characteristic when he 
painted the species for 
Robert Brown's 
Prodomus Florae Novae 
Hollandiae et insulae 
van Diemen, published 
in 1810. 





Tricoryne elatior showing bearded 
filaments and twisted spent flower. 
Photo: Valda Dedman 


Caesia, Chaemoscilla 
and some Thysanotus, all little star flowers, yellow or blue, 
that grow among the grass, also twist after flowering. 
Other small native lilies just wither or drop their petals. 
Hypoxis have single golden stars on the end of short 
stems. Bulbine lilies have leaves like an onion and several 
yellow flowers on short pedicels along a stem. They open 
one after the other, when it is warm and sunny. 
Thelionema flowers may be either blue or yellow. 


A few years ago a bulbine lily suddenly appeared in my 
garden, and this year it has flowered twice, each time for 
several weeks. It appears to be Bulbine semibarbata, with 
three fringed stamens and three naked ones. They are all 
arranged in one plane. The local B. bulbosa has all its 
stamens fringed. 


These little native lilies do not produce nectar, and they 
keep their pollen hidden away inside their anthers until 
native bees, seeking pollen rather than honey, come along 
and release it by a special technique known as buzz 
pollination. The bees can disengage their large flight 
muscles from the thorax and use them to make vibrations 
throughout their body which are transmitted to the flower 
with a buzzing sound. This makes the anthers open up 
and expel their valuable pollen in a cloud. It is very dry and 
light, and has a negative electric charge. The bees have a 
positive charge which helps in the first instance to loosen 
the pollen inside the anthers. 


There are 1647 described Australian native bee species. 
Many of them are solitary and do not produce honey. 
About 5 to 10% may specialise in pollination in some way. 
Many species die off in winter, leaving behind eggs in 
brood chambers, each egg beside a ball of bee bread 
made of rich pollen and nectar. 


Not all Australian bees can buzz pollinate. Blue-banded 
Bees Amegilla cingulata and Teddy Bear Bees 


4 Geelong Naturalist February 2008 


... Valda Dedman 


A. bombiformis are experts, but Stingless Bees do not 
have the capacity, though they produce honey. Many of 
our bees are tiny, less than 7 mm long. Some of the 
smaller colletid and halictid bees have hairs on their 
abdomens, which can pick up pollen from buzz-pollinated 
flowers. A study of Dianella pollination found up to five 
different bee species visiting the flowers, D. revoluta 
flowers in the morning and D. caerulea in the late 
afternoon. Large Amegilla bees buzzed up to five anthers 
at a time; medium-sized Liprotriches and Lasioglossum 
bees visited all anthers and were in constant contact with 
style and stigmas; while the tiny 5 mm Homolictus bees 
moved around all the anthers but did not appear to contact 
the stigma. 


Take a closer look at the stamens on dianellas. They have 
a brightly coloured swelling called a struma, which the 
visiting bee holds with its 
feet, and long narrow 
anthers, which release 
their hidden pollen 
through pores which only 
open when vibrated. 
Pollen is precious, the 
grains of each species 
distinctive as a fingerprint. 
It may also have its own 
distinctive scent. Is this 
what attracts the bees in 
the first place? 





Dianella longifolia showing strumas 
and anthers. 

Photo: Valda Dedman 
| have recently added a 


Dianella longifolia to my 

garden. It has flowered on the hottest days. If it produces 
seeds | will know that | have some native bees, though as 
yet | have not seen them in action. 


Six to eight percent of the world’s plants, including 
tomatoes, need stimulation to release their pollen. 
Introduced commercial honeybees cannot buzz pollinate. 
Hydroponically grown tomatoes are mechanically vibrated, 
around 11 am when the flowers are most receptive. What 
has pollinated my home-grown tomatoes then? 


Then | started to wonder about the filaments on the Rush- 
lily's beautiful bearded stamens. Why do the filaments 
have decorations, fine fringes below the anther? Are they 
to collect stray pollen for transfer to another bee and 
thence to another flower? The anthers are deceitful; even 
when empty they are golden-coloured like pollen. 


Most pollen is either yellow or orange. A striking exception 
is the pollen of New Zealand fuchsias, which is bright blue. 
New Zealand has four indigenous fuchsias and Tahiti one 
(otherwise the genus is native to South America). One 
New Zealander, Kotokutuku F. excorticata, can grow into a 
huge tree, another is a creeper, F. procumbens, whose 
flowers point upwards and have no corolla at all and the 
small leaves are round to heart-shaped. The plant is easy 


to grow and | have several in my garden. It has become the style which is 
endangered in its natural habitat, which is usually close to furnished with hairs, 
the sea, in rocky places above high tide mark. rather than being rough, 
moist or sticky. The style 
Why do Hypoxis flowers have alternating long and short elongates after the 
stamens? Why does B. semibarbata have three naked anthers release their 
filaments? Why do Thelionemas have little Knobs on their pollen. Bluebells were 
filaments? Their anthers coil after releasing their pollen? making a fine display at 





There is always a reason. Stewarts Reserve in 

; , A early December. They Bluebells Wahlenbergia luteola 
Hibbertia scandens, a large open flower with a mass of were the bronze-backed Stewarts Reserve. 
poricidal stamens in the centre, is buzz-pollinated. Its ones, Wahlenbergia Photo: Valda Dedman 


pollen is 45% protein and fat. No wonder little bees seek it luteola. 

out. It is another of my garden plants, and is visited by 

Hover Flies, but it rarely produces seeds. Perhaps | do not References 

have the right bees. Honeybees show no interest in it. Itis www.aussiebee.com.au 


native to coastal Queensland and northern New South Duncan, D. et al. (2004). 'High self-pollen transfer and low 

Wales, where it grows on sand dunes and is known as fruit-set in buzz-pollinated Dianella revoluta 

Snake Vine. (Phormiaceae)', Australian Journal of Botany, vol. 52, 
pp. 185-193. 


Bluebells Wahlenbergia have a completely different and 
also very complex pollination process. Their pollen is er ers, 
released even before the flower opens and is deposited on z3 


A 


Baw Baw Campout 


A very successful weekend camp at Baw Baw Alpine Village will be reported in more detail in the March Geelong Naturalist. Here 
are some photographs of the participants as a precursor. Kathie and Peter Strickland's book Sub-alpine Flora of the Baw Baw 
Plateau, Victoria was an essential reference. 


Botanical Art Exhibition 


Geelong Botanic Gardens Meeting Room 


Saturday 16 February 10-5 pm 
Sunday 17 February 10-8 pm 


Note: The popular musical event ( a jazz band) will 
be held on the teahouse lawns at the GBG from 
5—7.30 pm on the Sunday. Pack a picnic tea and 
combine the two events. 
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Butterfly report 


ome exciting observations this time. A first-time recorder, John 

Newman, saw and successfully photographed Chequered 
Coppers in his Highton garden and a Splendid Ochre at Airies Inlet. 
Joe Hubbard observed a Long-tailed Pea-blue in Newtown and 


Varied Dusky-blue at Steiglitz. Trevor Pescott had a crowd of Marbled 


Xenicas near the cemetery at Yaugher, and Marilyn Hewish found 
them in great numbers in the Brisbane Ranges. Common Grass- 
blues were observed on very hot days, Common Browns lived up to 
their name, and not a day went by without a Cabbage White being 
seen. The endangered Eltham Copper has turned up near Bendigo, 
so it would be worth while keeping your eyes open around bursaria 
bushes during the next month. This butterfly is called the Fiery 


Copper in the Braby Field Guide (2004), whose common names | am 


using in this survey. 


Observers: JH Joe Hubbard, JN John Newman, MHe Marilyn Hewish, 


TPe Trevor Pescott, VWD Valda Dedman. 


Splendid Ochre 
Greenish Grass-dart 
Marbled Xenica 
Marbled Xenica 
Common Brown 
Common Brown 
Common Brown 
Common Brown 
Common Brown 


Common Brown 


Common Brown 
Common Brown 


Common Brown 
Common Brown 


Common Brown 
Common Brown 


Common Brown 
Common Brown 
Common Brown 
Common Brown 
Common Brown 


Common Brown 


Meadow Argus 

Meadow Argus 

Australian Painted Lady 
Australian Painted Lady 
Australian Painted Lady 
Australian Painted Lady 
Australian Painted Lady 
Australian Painted Lady 
Australian Painted Lady 


Australian Painted Lady 


Australian Painted Lady 


25/1/2008 
15/01/2008 
12/01/2008 
23/01/2008 
19/11/2007 
28/11/2007 
2/12/2007 
2/12/2007 
4/12/2007 


4/12/2007 


6/12/2007 
8/12/2007 


11/12/2007 
11/12/2007 


11/12/2007 


25/12/2007 


27/12/2007 
29/12/2007 
1/01/2008 
1/01/2008 
5/01/2008 


6/01/2008 


29/12/2007 
4/01/2008 
17/11/2007 
28/11/2007 
28/11/2007 
29/11/2007 
29/12/2007 
2/12/2007 
4/12/2007 


8/12/2007 


1/01/2008 





Aireys Inlet 

Lambhill Cres, Highton 
Near Yaugher Cemetery 
Durdidwarrah Rd 
Bacchus Marsh Grey St 
14 Victoria Tce Belmont 
Ironbark Basin 

Eumeralla Reserve 

Stony Ck Rd Brisbane Ra. 


Durdidwarrah Rd at Koala Tk 
Brisbane Ra. 


Pollocksford 


Spring Ck Tk & Farm Tk, N 
Brisbane Ra 
Stewarts Reserve 


N of Rowsley, N. slope 
Rowsley valley 


Werribee Gorge State park 
Ingliston (S) block 
Pollocksford 


69 North Valley Rd 
Wensleydale 

69 North Valley Rd 
Wensleydale 

69 North Valley Rd Highton 


69 North Valley Rd Highton 


Wensleydale 

Fyansford Common 
Bacchus Marsh Grey St 

69 North Valley Rd 

14 Victoria Tce Belmont 
Geelong Botanical Gardens 
Wensleydale 

Dans Nature Reserve 
Stony Ck Rd Brisbane Ra. 


Reids Rd at Farm Tk, N 
Brisbane Ra. 


Wensleydale 





many 
many 

1 male 
1 male 
2 
{ 


1 female, 
10 males 
1 male 


several 
8 males 


several 
9 


18 


many 


many 
1 male 


1 male 


— — fw N 


1 male 
many 
2 

{ 


1 female 
10 males 
3 


1 








Splendid Ochre, Aireys Inlet 


Photo: John Newman 


In a garden. 
1215 hrs 


Between Buckshot & Koala Tk 

Flew low over lawn, rested briefly in grass 
1130 hrs. Hot, humid 

Woodland on plateau above basin 

Flew through woodland, settled on branch 
Picnic Ground & track to reservoir 


Woodland burnt Jan 2005, now very shrubby 


Flying Very hot, dry heat 
In woodland 


Flying1530 hrs. Sunny 


5 M, 1 F in plantation of non-indigenous eucalypts planted 
1996, 3 M in shrubby gully with remnant Yellow Box 


6 M in Messmate/Ironbark woodland on ridge, 10 M, 2 F in 
gully with grass, shrubs & messmate 


Flew up from grass at my feet and into my face at 2000 
hrs. Cool evening 


Flying around. Warm evening 

All males. Very common 

Flew up from grass, 1630 hrs. Hot day 
Hot, windy 


Flew up from shaded grass, then head height, 1030 hrs. 
Becoming very hot, later 37° 

flew up from shaded grass back garden1140 hrs. Fine 
sunny, medium cool s breeze 


Plenty of plantain food plant 

Resting on lawn in garden 

Sunning itself on step 0845 hrs 

Hot, humid 1130 hrs 

Attracted to massed display of Pelargonium benambra 


Flying & resting in grass above creek 
Picnic ground & track 
Resting & flying along gravel road, woodland each side 


Hot, windy 


JN 
JN 
TPe 
MHe 
MHe 
TPe 
MHe 
MHe 
MHe 


MHe 


VWD 
MHe 


VWD 
MHe 


MHe 


VWD 


VWD 
JN 
VWD 
JN 
VWD 


VWD 


JN 
JH 
MHe 
VWD 
TPe 


JN 
MHe 
MHe 


JH 


JN 
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Monarch 1/12/2007 |Eastern Beach 
Chequered Copper 22/01/2008 |Lambhill Cres, Highton 
Varied Dusky-blue 20/12/2007 |Steiglitz 

Saltbush Blue 30/12/2007 {Little River mouth 
Long-tailed Pea-blue 6/01/2008 |Newtown 

Common Grass-blue 17/11/2007 |Bacchus Marsh Grey St 
Common Grass-blue 11/12/2007 |N. slope Rowsley valley 
Common Grass-blue 29/12/2007 |Wensleydale 

Common Grass-blue 1/1/2008 Bacchus Marsh Grey St 
Common Grass-blue 4/1/2008 69 North Valley Rd 





Chequered Copper, Highton 
Photo: John Newman 


1 female |Dead on path JN 
2 On everlasting daisy.1500 hrs, bright sun JN 
1 Feeding on Tall Lobelia JH 
1 Perched on Coast Saltbush MHe 
1 Feeding on English lavender JH 
1 Resting on lawn in garden MHe 
20+ Over bare paddock with low weeds, farmland MHe 
many JN 
8 On & over lawn (mown weeds) MHe 
3 2 feeding on nature strip weeds, 1 flying. 1300 hrs, hot, VWD 


sunny 





Chequered Copper, Highton 
Photo: John Newman 


Reedy Lake update 


B in the lake, and the need to do some maintenance 
works around the lake, Parks Victoria intend 'drawing- 
down’, that is draining the lake, this summer. This will 
begin in February and it will take about 4-6 weeks to 
completely dry out. 


Draining is part of the accepted management of the lake; 
waterbird nesting is now complete, and it is intended to 


maintain water in the adjacent Hospital Swamps wetland 
to provide habitat for the local waterbirds. | have asked 


Brush-tailed Phascogale survey 


A 


It will be conducted by Andy Arnold of Ballarat DSE as 
part of an extensive study into the species. Other 


n intensive search for Brush-tailed Phascogales in 
the Brisbane Ranges between 27-31 March. 


trapping will be undertaken at the Wombat Forest, 
Hepburn and elsewhere in Victoria. There is a call for 
people willing to assist, with final details to be arranged 
as to times and localities of meeting places. 


There will be full details in the March Geelong Naturalist. 





... Trevor Pescott 
Email: ppescott@optusnet.com.au 


ecause of the build-up in population of European Carp Parks Victoria if they are able to do a native fish and 


crustacean survey during the time that the lake water level 
is low, and this will depend on the availability of the 
fisheries staff. 


It will be interesting to see if there are waders drawn to the 
lake as the water level falls. 


If there are any concerns about the project, | will pass 
them onto Parks Vic for consideration. 


Bird survey, Batesford 


he GFNC has been asked to assist the young members 

of a Greencorps Team to improve their skills at bird 
identification and observation. The team is working under 
supervision of a Landcare Group, clearing weeds along the 
Moorabool River on Belcher’s Land near Batesford. The 
GFNC have visited Belcher’s land many times in the past 40 
years and Rob Ganly has completed regular bird surveys 
there over the past few years. This bushland area has a 
diverse range of birds. If you would like to assist, a meeting 
on site has been organized for 8:30 am on Thursday 
6 March. 
Please contact Barry Lingham at gfnc@vicnet.net.au or on 
5255 4291 to confirm your attendance. 
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Mammal report 
... !revor Pescott 


Mammal Atlas additions 


Short-beaked Echidna 20.10.07 
Short-beaked Echidna 29.10.07 
Koala 26.10.07 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo 06.11.07 
Black Wallaby 25.12.07 
Black Wallaby 11.12.07 
Seal Fur sp. 07.01.08 
Brown Hare 02.12.07 
Brown Hare 23.01.08 


Werribee Gorge, walk on north ridge. MHe, DHe 
Meredith, Whinray Road near creek. WCo 
Meredith, Slate Quarry Road above Moorabool River. WCo 
Werribee Gorge, walk along north ridge. MHe 
Pollocksford, beside Barwon River. VWD 
Werribee Gorge, Ironbark Road. MHe 

Lake Connewarre delta on Barwon River TFI 
Bellbrae, Nortons Road. BH 
Inverleigh Flora and Fauna Reserve, Link Track. LPh 


Red Fox 
Red Fox 
Red Fox 


27.01.07 
13.12.07 
28.01.08 


{ 
{ 
{ 
3 
1 
{ 
{ 
{ 
{ 
2 
1 
1 


Highton, Admirals Court. 
White Elephant Reserve. 
Bacchus Marsh Road, Wooloomanata. 


JKI 
MHe 
TPe 


Observers: BH, Brian Hart; DHe, Dean Hewish; JKI, John Klova; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; TFI, 
Tom Fletcher; TPe, Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook; VWD, Valda Dedman 


| have a number of excellent observations that require more space than is available this month. In March Geelong 
Naturalist | will include the comments about the species concerned. 





Mammal trapping 


Barwon Downs, 4—12 January 2008 
GPS 143° 45.470E, 38° 30.319S, altitude 212 m. DSE Permit No 10003784 


Other fauna: 
Red Fox (footprints) 
European Rabbit. 
Red-necked Wallaby, 1 seen after survey was 


he trapping site was at the junction of Mahers Road 

and Haydens Track, in the Otway Forest Park. The 
vegetation consisted of an open eucalypt canopy over a 
dense shrub layer and ground cover dominated by tea-tree 
Leptospermum spp., hakea, Silver Banksia Banksia complete 
marginata (some of which were flowering) and Austral Mainland Tiger Snake, 2 on 4.1.08 beside Mahers 
Grasstree Xanthorrhea australis. The soil was deep grey Road 
sand. Blotched Bluetongue Lizard, 1 seen. 

Southern Water Skink, 1 in Elliott trap on 10.1.08 

25 small Elliott traps were set on 4.1.08; however, due to Eastern Three-lined Skink, 1 in Elliott trap on 
extremely hot weather, they were closed for several days 12.1.08 
and eventually removed on 12.1.08. They were open on5_ Also found several Wood Scorpions Cercophonius 
nights, giving a 125 trap-night total. squama 


Bait used: peanut butter, honey and oatmeal standard mix. Bird list: 


Wedge-tailed Eagle Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Brush Bronzewing Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Gang-gang Cockatoo White-naped Honeyeater 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo New Holland Honeyeater 


Crimson Rosella Eastern Spinebill 


Results: 
04.01.08 set traps 
05.01.08 morning 1 Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes 
(traps closed due to hot weather) 


OT 08 ey 1 Bush Rat White-throated Treecreeper Eastern Yellow Robin 
10.01.08 morning 4 Bush Rat . 

. Spotted Pardalote Golden Whistler 
Ot GAng Ea BSAA Rufous Bristlebird Grey Shrike-thrush 
12.01.08 morning 4 Bush Rat OnE AE See eS he 


White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 


Total: 14 Bush Rats at 11.2% trapping-success rate. Grey Fantail 


Mammal trapping 
Goat Track, Callahans Creek, 15-18 January 2008 


GPS 143° 46.175E, 38° 30.678S, altitude 210 m. DSE Permit No 10003784 


he trapping site was along the south branch of 
Callahans Creek at Goat Track, in the Great Otway 
National Park and Otway Forest Park. 


The vegetation was an open canopy of Manna Gum 
Eucalyptus viminalis, with a mid storey of Blackwood, 
Hazel Pomaderris, Austral Mulberry, Prickly Coprosma, 
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Musk Daisy-bush and Rough Treefern, and a dense 
ground cover of water-ferns and ground ferns. 


The weather was hot on 15.1.08, then cool and cloudy. 


25 small Elliott traps were set over 3 nights, giving 75 trap- 


nights. Traps E1-5 were along a dry creek bed, E6-15 
among dense ferns and weeds around the car park, E16- 


20 beside the creek upstream of bridge, E21-25 beside the 


creek downstream of bridge. 
Bait used: peanut butter, honey and oatmeal standard mix. 


Results: 
15.1.08 set traps 
16.1.08 am 3 Bush Rats Rattus fuscipes, 1 Agile 
Antechinus Antechinus agilis, 1 Dusky 
Antechinus A. swainsoni 
17.1.08 am 4 Bush Rats, 1 Agile Antechinus 
18.1.08 am 3 Bush Rats, 2 Agile Antechinus, 1 
Dusky Antechinus 
Total: 10 Bush Rats, 4 Agile Antechinus, 2 Dusky 
Antechinus, Trapping success-rate 21.3%. 


Other fauna: Black Wallaby scats 


Also found: 

Yellow (Australian) Admiral Butterfly—there were 
extensive patches of nettles! 

Cabbage White Butterfly 

Common Brown Butterfly 

Black Cicada Pauropsalta mneme—including one 
‘fished’ out of the creek 

Southern Victorian (Yarra) Spiny Crayfish—several 
in the creek below the bridge 


Bird list: 


Eastern Yellow Robin 
Crested Shrike-tit 
Golden Whistler 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Rufous Fantail 

Grey Fantail 
Silvereye 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 
Australian King-Parrot 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 
Laughing Kookaburra 
White-throated Treecreeper 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 


Thanks to Parks Victoria for permission to undertake 
trapping in the Great Otway National Park and Otway 
Forest Park. 


Mammal trapping 
Mount Cowley, Otway Ranges, 21-24 January 2008 


GPS 143° 50.882E, 38° 32.799S, altitude 632 m. DSE Permit No. 10003784 


he trapping site was beside the Benwerrin-Mt Sabine 

Road near the junction of Mt Cowley Track, in both the 
Great Otway National Park and the Otway Forest Park 
which are separated by the main road. 


There is a waterhole beside the main road in the OFP, and 
four yabby traps were set in it. It was also checked by dip- 
netting. The 25 small Elliott traps were set in forest 
opposite the waterhole in the GONP. 


The vegetation was typical wet sclerophyll forest, with 
Brookers Gum and Mountain Ash forming the canopy. 
There was a mid-storey of Blackwood, Hazel Pomaderris, 
Musk Daisy-bush, Prickly Coprosma and Soft Treefern, 
and a dense ground-cover dominated by Mother Shield- 
fern, Senecio sp., Forest Wiregrass, Forest Sword-sedge, 
Hop Goodenia and Kangaroo Fern. 


The weather was mild to cool, with light fog in the early 
morning. The 25 small Elliott traps were set over three 
nights, giving 75 trap-nights. 


Bait used was the standard peanut butter, honey and 
oatmeal mix. 


Results: 
21.1.08 set traps. 
22.1.08 6 Bush Rats Rattus fuscipes, 3 Agile 
Antechinus Antechinus agilis, 3 Dusky 
Antechinus A. swainsoni 
23.1.08 10 Bush Rats, 7 Agile Antechinus. 
24 1.08 11 Bush Rats, 3 Agile Antechinus, 2 


Dusky Antechinus. 
Total: 27 Bush Rats, 13 Agile Antechinus, 5 Dusky 
Antechinus. Trapping success-rate 60%. 


Other mammals: Black Wallaby scats found. 


Other fauna: 
Southern Brown Tree Frog, metamorphosing 
tadpoles. 
Otway Smooth Crayfish, one dip-netted from 
waterhole. 
Some tiny bivalve molluscs, still to be identified, 
also dip-netted. 


Bird-list: 


White-browed Scrubwren 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 


Brush Bronzewing 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 


Crimson Rosella Flame Robin 
Blue-winged Parrot Eastern Yellow Robin 
White-throated Treecreeper Grey Shrike-thrush 


Spotted Pardalote Bassian Thrush 


Thanks to Parks Victoria for permission to undertake 
trapping in the Great Otway National Park and the Otway 
Forest Park. 
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Rambling on 
Where were the birds? 
The Bellarine Peninsula Challenge Bird Count, 2007. 


or the last 25 years, I've taken part in most Challenge Bird 

Counts (organised by the Bird Observers Club of Australia). 
The forecast for the 2007 count, 2 December, was for hot 
weather. By lunch-time, Lorraine Phelan, Graeme Tribe, Brian 
Hart and | needed a half-hour collapse in the shade at Jerringot 
to revive. The hottest experience was behind Black Rocks 
where the dunes blocked the breeze. Some of us returned to the 
car a distinct shade of beetroot. In general, a poor day for bird- 
watchers turned out to be a poor day for birds as well. 


As always, we had some pleasant surprises. A Peregrine Falcon 
perched a few metres away on the clifftop at Point Addis in early 
morning light. A Brown Songlark sang along Flaxbournes Road 
and a Black Kite flew just over our heads at Horseshoe Bend. 
An immature Black-faced Cormorant rested on the beach at 
Bream Creek mouth. Breamlea saltmarsh on Minya Lane was 
flooded, and yielded 115 Black Swans, 180 Australian 
Shelducks, 100 Whiskered Terns and 130 Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers with other ducks and waders. From Tait Point 
overlooking Lake Connewarre, Graeme found two stately 
Brolgas feeding along the shoreline. Lorraine identified a Forest 
Raven, appropriately along Forest Road. The day’s best birds 
were 40—50 White-browed Woodswallows along Old St 
Leonards Road (thanks, Barry Lingham and Peter Bright). They 
swirled around and called (I love that sound), and several 
perched in full view in a bare tree. It amazes me every time just 
how stunningly beautiful the males are. A last scan revealed two 
Masked Woodswallows, the male with his neat black face-mask. 


‘Hordes of people and dogs at Black 
Rocks and Bream Creek mouth 
ruined our chances for Hooded 

Plovers, Ruddy Turnstones and Red- 

capped Plovers. Graeme counted 18 

unleashed dogs at Black Rocks. ' 


For the day, our totals were 127 species and 4672 birds. In the 
past we've usually topped the 130 mark for species, and the 
count of individual birds would have been pathetic without the 
1672 Black Swans, 645 Silver Gulls and 230 Common Starlings. 
Even with the heat keeping the birds inactive and our rapidly 
fading enthusiasm, some missed birds were a worry. 


Notable 'dips' were Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeater, Yellow-faced Honeyeater, Eastern Spinebill, 
Mistletoebird and Red-browed Finch. We didn't record a Scarlet 
Robin, although we visited their 'regular' spots at Ironbark Basin 
and Shiny Eye Track off Forest Road. In fact, Ironbark Basin 
was exceptionally quiet. We couldn't blame the hot weather 
there. It was just after sunrise and cool—we were all still 
wearing jackets or windcheaters. In the 1980s, we used to get 
White-winged Choughs, Satin Flycatchers and Dusky 
Woodswallows there on most Challenge Counts. The choughs 
are long gone; we haven’t had Satin Flycatchers for years; and 
this year we didn’t record woodswallows. No Jacky Winters were 
found near Shiny Eye Track or near the dam on Flaxbournes 
Road where they’ve been since 2004, and no Olive-backed 
Orioles revealed themselves in the woodland areas we visited. 
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... Marilyn Hewish 


Birds recorded as singles only were Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, 
Golden Whistler, Striated Pardalote and White-naped 
Honeyeater. We were amazed at how long it took us to record 
Skylarks. They’re usually singing like mad in early December. 
We stopping by many fields that were absolutely silent. It was 
mid-afternoon before we heard a few near Black Rocks. Even 
Magpies were scarce. There are usually so many that we 
designate one team member specially to tally them up. They 
must have been hiding in the shade. Another surprise was only 
two Galahs for the whole day (over Eumeralla Reserve). 
Conditions were against us for waterbirds. The high tide covered 
the reef at Point Lonsdale, and so we missed resting Common 
Terns. Hordes of people and dogs at Black Rocks and Bream 
Creek mouth ruined our chances for Hooded Plovers, Ruddy 
Turnstones and Red-capped Plovers. Graeme counted 18 
unleashed dogs at Black Rocks. Waders and dabbling ducks 
were scarce overall. Hospital Swamp was too full and waterbirds 
had probably spread out because of recent rain elsewhere. We 
can usually count on a few Short-tailed Shearwaters off Point 
Lonsdale lighthouse. However, the flat sea stopped them 
coming inshore and the horizon was hidden in a thick haze. 





Marilyn Hewish at Point Impossible 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan 





Graeme Tribe at Point Impossible. 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 





The Challenge Count team at Lake Lorne. From left, Brian Hart, 
Graeme Tribe and Marilyn Hewish. 


Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


| can't think of any possible explanation for why we saw only one 
Crested Tern despite following the coast for much of the day. 


For me, the scarcity of bush birds is the long-term worry, 
especially as this count followed another poor year in 2006. 
From compiling Geelong Bird Reports and reading about local 
birds, I’ve formed the impression that the first signs of decline for 
some woodland species show up east of the Otways. Ironbark 
Basin in particular seems to have been hard-hit, probably by 
drought and the encroachment of housing around its perimeter. 


| love the Challenge Bird Count because it's impossible to spend 
a whole day travelling and birding without seeing something 
special. We have fun and everyone Is enthusiastic (maybe not 
so much at the end of a hot day). We learn a lot from each other 
and from intensive observing. The count has been going since 
10 December 1967. There were two original GFNC teams: Jack 
Wheeler (leader), Trix Wheeler, and Eric and Min Bound 
covered the Bellarine Peninsula (113 species); Trevor Pescott 


(leader), Priscilla Pescott, Les and Nola Barrow, Cliff Tingate 
and Geoff Gayner covered the Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs/ 
northern Corio Bay (84 species). Another GFNC team formed 
later to cover an area west of Geelong (Kay Campbell, Polly 
Cutcliffe and others). 


The counts could also serve a more serious purpose. Our 
original teams have kept the same general routes and methods 
and have generated a wealth of data that's just dying to be 
analysed for trends over time. Margaret Cameron made a start 
in a Bird Group talk in April 2003 (Geelong Naturalist 39/1). 
Anyone willing to take on a particular species? 


Thanks to Trevor Pescott for information on the early counts. 





Marilyn's first Challenge Bird Count, 5 December 1982. Tallying 
the birds near Ironbark Basin; from left, Graeme Tribe, Marilyn, 
Gordon McCarthy, Margaret Cameron and Katy; photographer 

unknown. 


Eco Book Group 
The Highest Tide by Jim Lynch 


ust for a change, we decided to read a novel for the 

January meeting of the Eco Book Group. On the 
recommendation of Rosalind, The Highest Tide by Jim 
Lynch was chosen. 


Lynch himself is quoted as saying that he was 
sitting and waiting for a premise to set a book in 
Puget Sound, and then some kids found a strange 
deep-sea fish near my house, which stirred a chain 
reaction in my mind. 


Young Miles is 13 years old and has an encyclopaedic 
knowledge of the marine biology on the shore of Puget 
Sound, Washington, USA. Rachel Carson and her book 
The Sea Around Us are quoted by him throughout this 
novel. During low tides Miles collects marine creatures to 
sell to aquariums and collectors, and clams to sell to local 
restaurants. One night he finds a giant squid and the 
media focuses on him. Other unusual things start to 
happen in the Sound, and in Miles' personal life as well. 


This is a beautifully written novel that would appeal to 
teenagers and adults alike. We book-clubbers learnt a lot 


...LOrraine Phelan 


about life on the mud flats—moon snails, stars, squids, 
clams, oysters, crabs, sea slugs, sea cucumbers—and 
agreed that Miles' own story was interesting as well. We 
thought it was a great way for the general reader to learn a 
lot more about the natural world. One reviewer, Brida, on 
the Amazon webpage said 
Reading it, it made one want to go off to the sea and 
explore the world that he so eloquently describes. In 
fact, | have looked up the works by Miles' role 
model, Rachel Carson. 
This is exactly the point we made in our book-club 
discussion. 


As Rachel Carson says, according to Miles, the more 
people learn about the ocean the less likely they are to 
harm it. 


It's not a very big book. You could easily read it in a day— 
in fact Valda read most of it on a plane trip to WA. But for 
a short book it sure packs a punch, just like vertically- 
challenged Miles himself. We certainly enjoyed talking 
about it. 
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Macro-invertebrates collected at Masons’ property, Bannockburn 


21 October, 2007 
...Dave King 


he accompanying list is the specimens collected by the deployment of pit-fall traps. This means that specimens will be primarily 
terrestrial invertebrates, therefore, accounting only for a relatively small sample of the total invertebrate community. Refer to The 
Geelong Naturalist of December 2007, for associated reports for this location. 


[order ——~—~S~*dr amity ——~*( Subfamily [Genus [species | 
Amphipoda (Shrimps) |Geinidas | [meroma P O 
[Araneida Spiders) | Agelenidae | ~*~ Corasoides [aurais | 
Mrana [Corinnidae | Sunna S abomacua 
[rancia  [Cwboniaas | Jowa OoOO 
[Wraneia  Owwonids | Seema S 
[Wraneia [tampons | [rampon [oyinda 
Wanoa [Satoe | seamana | 
[araneida  Tsatcde | Tomana |; 
wrana Zooi OOO soea S 
Baso (volus | Fyarobidas | Prane |; 
Blattodea (Cockroaches) 


Vlowo] vy 


: 
Coleoptera (Beetles) Cerambycidae | a: | Phoraconthatricuspus 


Coleoptera Coseinae 
Coleoptera Elateridae | — eel 


ioni 

i : 
Coleoptera : 
Coleoptera : 
Coleoptera Entomobryidae | [Drepana ě T 
Coleoptera Paias J s T 
Coleoptera 
[Coleopiera [Tenebrionids | [Gonocopham — N; 
Coleoptera | Tenebrionidae | | Promechi |‘ 
[Diptera (Fies)  [Catprordcas | Caliph styga 
[Diptera [Anisopoda | Toymicon dubius 
Diptera [Chironomidae | [Chironomus 
Hemiptera (Bugs) | Cicadellidae | | Nesoclutha 


alternans 
phryne 


Hymenoptera (Wasps, 
bees, ants) 


Hymenoptera ooo o Fome | Camponotus 


Dolichoderinae Dolichoderus 


consobrinus 


Hymenoptera Dolichoderinae Iridomyrmex 
Dryinidae ? 


gracilus 
Hymenoptera 


Hymenoptera TMegaspiidae | [Cosimu 
Hymenoptera OOo o Fome | Camponots 
Hymenoptera C o Fomine | Camponota 
ooo Fom 
ooo Fom 


intrepidus 
enormis 
gasseri 
nigroancus 


Hymenoptera Camponotus 
Hymenoptera Camponotus nigroancus 
[Hymenoptera | [mmie č f? ? 

Hymenoptera | [Fomine  [Camporonms — V? 
sopira Termites) [Poroto | Poo SSS 


Lepidoptera (Moths & : 


Collected 21-10-07 38° 03'45°S 144° 07' 39'E D.F.King 


? 
? 
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The Non-biting Midge, Chironomus alternans, Chironomidae, Diptera 


Introduction 

This midge is one of the most irritating of insects to be 
encountered. Nobody who has participated in a BBQ on a warm 
calm evening, has not experienced the irritation perpetrated by 
this tiny fly, or witnessed the cloudlike mass of their mating 
dance in the last rays of the sun. It is of some relief that 
Chironomus alternans has no means of biting as does its relative 
the mosquito. Its small size and nuisance value does not invoke 
a great deal of interest in its morphology. 


The numbers of this midge are more pronounced near a source 
of freshwater, such as dams, stagnant pools and slow flowing 
creeks. This is due to the fact that their larvae are aquatic, 
residing in the muddy debris at the bottom of the water column. 
These larvae are known colloquially as ‘blood worms’, because 
of their red colouration caused by the body fluid containing 
haemoglobin (Gk. Haima, blood; L. globus, sphere), (Colless et 
al. 1991). Haemoglobin allows the larvae to survive in depleted 
oxygen environments. To date some 200 species of Australian 
midge are known (Horne 2005), C. alternans probably being the 
most common in the Geelong Region. These larvae probably 
form part of the diet of waterfowl and in particular the wader 
species. The mportance of this for the welfare of the birds does 
not appear to be established, an important aspect when pesticide 
sprays are increasingly employed in wetlands to reduce the 
populations of midge and mosquito. 


The illustrated male C. a/ternans was collected on a recent 
survey in Bannockburn, on part of the Spring Creek Catchment. 


...Dave King 


kingdf@optusnet.com.au 


Description 

The general appearance of the male C. alternans is shown in the 
illustration, the female being much the same but without the 
plumose antennae. The most striking feature is the black, 
relatively large, sclerous hump-backed thorax and the small head 
capsule. 


As with all members of the Order Diptera there is only one pair of 
membranous wings, the posterior edge having a fringe of very 
fine setae. The hind wings are modified as short ‘paddle-shaped' 
processes known as halteres (Gk. Ha/tér, weight). These vibrate 
rapidly during flight and are thought to be organs that provide a 
means of balance, (Colless et al. 1991). 


The head of the male carries strikingly plumose antennae and 
eyes relatively large compared with the head. No ocelli are 
present. Legs are long and extremely slender, having 
proportionally long tarsal segments terminating in a pair of simple 
claws. The cylindrical abdomen has a series of chitinous plates, 
dark brown in colour. The ventral surface is fleshy and off-white 
colour. 


References 

Colless, D.H. et al, (1991) /nsects of Australia, Melbourne 
University Press, Carlton. 

Horne, P.A. (2005) Backyard Insects, The Miegunyah Press, 
Melbourne. 


Chironomus alternans, Chironomidae. 
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Drama in the bird world 


J ust before Christmas | discovered a Blue Wrens’ nest 
in our fernery at Barwon Downs. The parent birds were 
mildly alarmed each time | went in there. On Boxing Day 
they got really upset, and | realized a Grey Shrike-thrush 
had entered the fernery. Shrike-thrushes are known to 
take nestlings, so their fear was well founded. | chased it 
out, and as far as | know it didn’t return. 


On New Year's Day all hell broke loose. The hunter 
became the hunted! A snake had discovered the Grey 
Shrike-thrushes’ nest, which they had built inside the 
stable. The parent birds, fearful for their three fledglings’ 
lives, tried desperately to drive the intruder off. Realising 
that their efforts were futile, they called their babies to 
come to them. The baby shrike-thrushes obeyed, and 
vacated the nest in double quick time. The snake finding 
the nest empty, went on its way. I’m not too worried about 


..John James 


the dogs getting bitten by the snake, as | am hoping the 
kookaburras, which are raising a family in a nearby tree, 
will catch him and feed him to them for supper. 


Baby kookaburras squawk for food for up to three months 
after fledging, and for weeks, now, we have had to put up 
with their raucous utterances. Another unattractive call is 
that of the juvenile Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo. It was 
calling incessantly this morning from the nearby bush. Its 
call has been described as 'sounding like a cross-cut saw' 
and it didn’t stop calling until | saw its mother feed it. 


The Grey Shrike-thrush is quite common in our district and 
is also known as 'The Harmonious Thrush’ as it is one of 
Australia’s most beautiful songsters. | don’t think | have 
heard its alarm call until to-day. 


Cattle Egrets nesting at Balyang Sanctuary, Newtown 


n 3 January 2008 two Cattle Egrets were seen at 

Balyang Sanctuary, Newtown, one in glorious 
breeding plumage. For a few days they were seen pecking 
inside an old cormorant nest, possibly debugging it as they 
appeared to be swallowing insects. They have roosted 
near or on the nest. 


On the morning of 6 January the coloured bird went to the 
ground and, after having a good look around, carried a 
stick up to the nest and both birds poked around the nest. 
The white-plumaged bird also had a good look around, 
picking up a stick and dropping it. The coloured bird sat on 
the nest for 15 minutes. On 7 January a third bird turned 


...Bryant Attwood 


up. It was almost in complete breeding plumage. The first 
coloured bird chased the new arrival away from the nest 
area. On 8 January the coloured bird (male) was noted 
mating with the white-plumaged female. Mating occurred 
on the nest. 


Both birds were sharing nest duties on 17 January. The 
male, when off the nest, made many trips to the nest with 
nest-building material and the nest was now becoming 
much higher on the sides. 


On 18 January another nest was located, so there were 
two pairs attempting to nest. 


Bird observations November 2007—January 2008 


he summer season has produced a large number of 

interesting observations in the Geelong region. The 
work undertaken at Balyang Sanctuary has been 
successful, with many breeding waterbirds in the colony. A 
new addition is nesting Cattle Egrets; this appears to be the 
first Victorian breeding record south of the Murray River. 
Crested Shrike-tits have also nested at Balyang. Little 
Egrets bred again in cypress trees at the Geelong Grammar 
School. 


Radjah Shelduck appeared at a farm dam near Modewarre, 
but they are probably escapees from a domestic population 
nearby. A dead bird at the Breakwater was identified as a 
Little Bittern. These birds are very cryptic and rarely seen, 
but one was also noted in a house garden near 
Connewarre. 


Jerringot continues to produce good sightings, with a Grey 
Goshawk and the return of Baillon's Crakes. Many 
waterbirds have bred at the wetland this year. Several 
unusual waders have been noted—a Wood Sandpiper near 
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... Barry Lingham 


Colac and a Little Curlew in dry grassland near Little River. 
Large numbers of Banded Stilts have been seen at the local 
saltworks areas. Marsh Sandpipers have returned to the 
Moolap Saltworks. 


In the bushland, breeding records of White-browed 
Woodswallows and a Leaden Flycatcher were submitted. 
The Brush Cuckoo in Anglesea Heathland and a White- 
throated Nightjar at the Ingliston section of Werribee Gorge 
are birds that are rarely noted. 


The following observations are a selection of those submitted. All records 
will be published in the annual Geelong Bird Report. 


Observers: BAt, Bryant Attwood; BL, Barry Lingham; CBC, Challenge 
Bird Count; CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean Hewish; DR, David Rantall; 
DTo, D Tott; GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalists Club; GMc, Gordon 
McCarthy; GMg, Grainne Maguire; GP, Graham Possingham; HS, Hans 
Streefkerk; HSc, Helen Schofield; JE, Jan England; JHe, Joanne Heatlie; 
JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; JWs, John Watson; KC, 
Kay Campbell; LBr, Lance Breguet; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn 
Hewish; PC, Polly Cutcliffe; PFu, Peter Fuller; RGa, Rob Ganly; RHL, 
Richard Loyn; RMc, Rob Mackenzie 








Species 

Musk Duck 
Freckled Duck 
Radjah Shelduck 


Hardhead 


Great Crested Grebe 
Little Pied Cormorant 
Little Black Cormorant 
Little Egret 


Cattle Egret 
Little Bittern 


Grey Goshawk 
Collared Sparrowhawk 


Australian Hobby 


Brolga 
Buff-banded Rail 


Baillon's Crake 
Australian Spotted Crake 


Black-tailed Native-hen 
Painted Button-quail 
Marsh Sandpiper 


Wood Sandpiper 
Curlew Sandpiper 
Banded Stilt 


Black-fronted Dotterel 
Hooded Plover 


Fairy Tern 
Brush Bronzewing 
Little Lorikeet 


Blue-winged Parrot 
Brush Cuckoo 
White-throated Nightjar 
Rainbow Bee-eater 
Brown Treecreeper 


Speckled Warbler 
Jacky Winter 


Crested Shrike-tit 


Leaden Flycatcher 
Restless Flycatcher 
Rufous Fantail 
White-winged Triller 


Masked Woodswallow 


White-browed Woodswallow 


Number 
4 
Several 
2 


26+ 
10+ 
113 
Many 
Present 
15+ 

15 

2 

1 

1 

1 
Present 
{ 

3 


Present 


VVA === wP 


25+ 

18 
Present 
3 

399 

5+ 
500+ 
4000 
1000+ 


—_— 


PNMNM— WOO 


+1 


Present 
Present 
Present 


-< St st OK S| = PO — PO 


Date 
8/1 
12/1 
20/11 


22/12 
14/1 

8/1 
Nov—Jan 
January 
17/11 
8/1 

3/1 ff 
Dec07 
15/12 
2/12 
23/11 
2/12 
8/12 


26/10 
21/1 
22/11 
10/12 
4/1 
7/12 
10/12 
8/1 
5/1 
16/12 
23/11 
8/1 
17/1 
26/12 
8/1 
7/12 
30/12 
8/1 
17/1 
18/11 
8/12 
16/1 
8/1 
3/1 
20/11 
14/12 
21/12 
26/12 
7/12 


13/12 


27/12 
13/12 
28/12 
10/12 
16/12 
3/1 


14/10 
28/11 
30/11 
15/1 
7/12 
8/12 
7/12 
7/12 
15/11 
4/12 
7/12 
14/12 
3/1 
17/11 
25/11 
17/11 
23/11 


4/12 
3/1 


Comments 

Cheetham Saltworks, Avalon 

Lake Lorne 

Modewarre. Sleep in trees near dam and mingle with other 
ducks. Very tame. 

Jerringot 

Jerringot. None on 16/1. 

Cheetham Saltworks, Avalon 

Balyang Sanctuary, building up to 100 nests. 

Balyang Sanctuary, building up to 20 nests. 

Corio, building nests at Geelong Grammar. 

Cheetham Saltworks, Avalon 

Balyang Sanctuary, nesting. See full report on p. 14. 
Bluestone School Rd, Connewarre, in house garden. 
Breakwater, at Barwon River bridge—road kill. 
Jerringot, a grey morph bird. Also 11/12. 

Queens Park, nesting. Sitting on nest 29/12. 
Wooloomanata, female on western edge of plantation. 
Steiglitz, pair with a nest in clump of mistletoe. Changeover of 
adult birds noted. Female flew off, took prey and returned to 
nest apparently feeding young. 

Queens Park, nest observed in pine tree. One fledgling 24/12. 
Wandana Heights 

Leopold, flying N over Rail Trail. 

Torquay, at Spring Creek Reserve. 

Highton, beside track on Barwon River. 

Jerringot, late afternoon. 

Torquay, at Spring Creek Reserve. 

Cheetham Saltworks, Avalon 

Serendip 

Durdidwarrah Rd, Koala Track 

Moolap Saltworks 

Cheetham Saltworks, Avalon 

Moolap Saltworks 

Balls Dam, 7 km west of Colac on road to Forrest. 
Cheetham Saltworks, Avalon 

Moolap Saltworks 

Lake Modewarre, mostly swimming in shallows. 
Cheetham Saltworks, Avalon 

Moolap Saltworks 

Balyang Sanctuary, nesting in boot impression. 


Pt Roadknight back beach, flying above exposed rocks low tide. 


Breamlea, a pair with a chick almost ready to fly. 

Cheetham Saltworks, Avalon 

You Yangs, flew out of dense boneseed, Branding Yard dams. 
Ocean Grove, feeding in Lemon-scented Gum. 

Batesford, with other lorikeets. 

Leopold, in Yellow Gum. 

Queens Park, a pair trying to land on river rocks to drink. 

Bald Hills Rd, Anglesea, calling loudly for at least 30 minutes 
after thunderstorm. 

Ingliston block, Werribee Gorge, flushed from ground on stony 
ridge. 

Hovells Creek, You Yangs 

Reids Rd, near Rowsley 

You Yangs, W boundary off Stockyards Track 

Bannockburn Bush 

Gherang Gherang Bushland Reserve 

You Yangs, a pair with a fledged speckled young at Eastern 
Paddock. 


Baums Weir, Fyansford. Nesting 

Queens Park, Lower Buckley Falls Park. Nesting. 

Yollinko Wetlands, nesting 

Balyang Sanctuary, possible nesting. 

Serendip Sanctuary 

Steiglitz, building a nest along creek near courthouse. 
Serendip Sanctuary 

Bald Hills Road, Anglesea 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, 1 female and 3 males. 
Durdidwarrah Track, Koala Track, a male 

Serendip Sanctuary 

Batesford, a male singing from perch. 

You Yangs, in Eastern Paddock. 

Eastern Park, overhead, with White-browed Woodswallows. 
St Leonards, in Sugar Gums on Old St Leonards Rd. 
Eastern Park, overhead, with Masked Woodswallows. 

Old St Leonards Rd, St Leonards. 50+ birds on 25/11. At least 
two nests on 10/12 with young. 

Durdidwarrah Rd, Koala Track 

You Yangs, E Paddock, pair with 2 young, fed by male and pair 
with 1 young, fed by male. 


Observer 

RGa, KC, RHL, DTo 
GMc 

HS etal. 


JN 

PC 

RGa, KC, RHL, DTo 
BAt 

BAt 

BAt 

RGa, KC, RHL, DTo 
BAt 

Per HS 

LBr 

PC, JE, JWs 

BAt 

CBC 

CMo 


BAt 

LPh 

GFNC 

RGa 

JN 

PC, JE 

RGa 

RGa, KC, RHL, DTo 
GMc 

MHe, DHe 

BL 

RGa, KC, RHL, DTo 
GMc 

JN 

RGa, KC, RHL, DTo 
BL 

JN 

RGa, KC, RHL, DTo 
GMc 

BAt 

HSc 

GMg 

RGa, KC, RHL, DTo 
MHe, DHe, RMc 

BL 

RGa, KC 

JHe 

BAt 

BL 


MHe, DHe, BL 


MHe, DHe 
MHe, DHe, BL 
MHe 

LPh 

JPo 

MHe, DHe, RMc 


MHe, DHe, RMc 
CMo 

BL 

CMo 

DR, PFu, BL 


MHe 
MHe, DHe, RMc 
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Wader count 


Friday 15 February (Moolap), 
Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 February 
(Bellarine Peninsula wetlands) 


Please contact John Newman on 5243 8685 if you can 
help with the count. All levels of experience welcomed. 


Eco book group 
29 April 2008 


On borrowed time: Australia's 
environmental crisis and what we 
must do about it, David Lindenmayer 


Buy or borrow the book and join us at the Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Meeting Room, 8.00 pm. 


Contact Lorraine on 5243 0636 as there are some books 
on order at a bookseller (at a discounted price). 


Mid-week bird group excursion 


Thursday 28 February 2008 


Barwon River—Balyang Sanctuary 


Leader: Kay Campbell 


After the comprehensive restoration works undertaken at 
Balyang Sanctuary, the area has come back to life, with 
many birds nesting. If time permits we will also visit the 
Queens Park area. 


Meet: 
Bring: 
Finish: 


9.00 am at Balyang Sanctuary carpark 
Morning tea 
About midday 


Enquiries: Kay 5243 3311 or Polly 5244 0182 


Mailing roster 


February: Jan Venters 
March: David Flanagan 
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February Excursion 
Sunday 17 February 2008 


Duck Island & Swan Bay 
Group 1 Arrive at Swan Bay Jetty at 8:30 am and 
depart for Duck Island at 9:00 am. 
Depart from Adams Court, Eastern Park at 
9:00 am. Arrive at Swan Bay Jetty at 
9:30 am. Depart for Duck Island at 9:45 am. 


Group 2 


Due to a boat shuffle needed to transport people to Duck 
Island, two groups will travel at different times and meet 
up on the Island. Departure will also occur at two differing 
times, at approximately 2:00 pm. 


Duck Island is situated at the mouth of Swan Bay, 
between Swan Island and Edwards Point. It is a sand 
island with a number of wading birds using the mudflats 
to feed at low tide. We visited Duck Island in 1995. A few 
years ago, the island vegetation was burned after a 
lightning strike. We will be monitoring vegetation, birds, 
reptiles and other wildlife. 


Bring: Water, lunch and snacks, sunscreen, insect 
repellent, binoculars and a hat. Footwear that can be 
immersed in seawater is useful. A waterproof container 
for cameras, GPS units and binoculars is advisable. 


NOTE: There is no jetty at Duck Island so participants 
must be prepared to enter waist deep. water to disembark 


from the boat. Reasonable levels of fitness and agility are 
needed. 


There will be a cost to participants of $10 per head to 
reimburse the boat owners for fuel. 


BOOKING ARE ESSENTIAL. LIMITED NUMBERS CAN 
BE TAKEN. Bookings can be made at the February 


General Meeting or by contacting Barry Lingham on 5255 
4291 or email gfnc@vicnet.net.au 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
Tuesday 11 March 2008 


Regional Salt Marsh Vegetation— 
Significant Plants and Plant 
Communities 


Geoff Carr 


Arrive 7.00 pm at the GBG meeting Room for tea/coffee/ 
chat. Lecture commences 7.30 pm. 








GFNC COMMITTEE 2007-2008 





President Vacant 
Vice-President Vacant 
Immediate Past President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 Deborah.Evans@deakinprime.com 
Secretary Tim Billington 5221 1169 tbil@optusnet.com.au 
Treasurer Deborah Evans 5243 8687 Deborah.Evans@deakinprime.com 
Minute Secretary Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Committee Member Lynne Clarke 5243 8774 alynneclarke@ozemail.com.au 
s " Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
7 n Neil McInnes 0408 102 802 neil.mcinnes@yahoo.com.au 
x Ú Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
‘ " Diana Primrose 5250 1811 dprimrose4@bigpond.com 
Ñ " Hans Streefkerk 5264 5235 streef@bemail.com.au 
" Peter Williams 5221 3503 peter.w@wesinet.com.au 
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 
Belmont Escarpment Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Conservation Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Editor Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish 5367 3196 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 
Mammal Study Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Membership Officer Peter Williams 5221 3503 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Web-master Barry Lingham 5255 4291 








Coming events 


FEBRUARY 2008 ‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot. Leaders: Claire & 
5 General Meeting: Kakadu in The Wet—Rosalind Dennis Greenwell 
Smallwood General Meeting: Birds of Prey—Martin Scuffins 
12 Plant Group: Plants of Baw Baw plateau Mammal Group: Survey 
15-17 Wader count SEANA campout 
17 Excursion: Boat trip on the Bay Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: Regional 
Leaders: Barry Lingham, Graeme Tribe Salt Marsh Vegetation—Geoff Carr 
Bird Group: Ducks of the Geelong area—Barry Excursion: Werribee Gorge 
Lingham Leaders: Barry Lingham and Deborah Evans 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Balyang Sanctuary Bird Group: Nature comes back to life in the American 
springtime—Marilyn Hewish 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
MARCH 2008 


Consider this for your bookshelf 


A fragile balance: the extraordinary story of Australian marsupials 
Christopher Dickman, Mallon Publishing, 2007 


According to a University of Sydney reviewer, this book reveals the secret lives of 150 marsupials, and their precarious state in an 
ever-worsening environment. Illustrated beautifully by Rosemary Woodford Gant. Robyn Williams’ interview with the author on 
Radio National is available on the ABC's webpage as text or podcast. 
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/inconversation/stories/2008/2138034.htm 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 25 February 2008. 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette (saved as a Word document or .rtf please) 
Photographs—digital as .jpg (100 to 250 KB approx. if sending by e-mail), slides or prints for scanning to 
5 James Cook Dve Wandana Heights, 3216 —OR—e-mail: |lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
For further details phone Lorraine Phelan: 5243 0636 


DISCLAIMER Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Geelong Botanic Gardens Friends Room. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 
that acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. [Melway Map 452 G4] 
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